Lobular breast carcinoma metastasis to a superficial plexiform schwannoma as the first evidence of an occult breast cancer.
Tumor to tumor metastasis is a rare phenomenon, in which one, benign or malignant, tumor is involved by metastatic deposits from another. Most documented tumor to tumor metastases have been located intracranially, in which, in the majority of cases, either a breast or a lung carcinoma metastasized to a meningioma. Only 7 cases of metastases to schwannoma have so far been reported in the English literature, in 6 cases to an intracranial acoustic schwannoma and in a single case to a subcutaneous schwannoma. We present a case of dermal/subcutaneous plexiform schwannoma containing metastatic deposits of an occult lobular breast carcinoma, creating a unique schwannoma with epithelioid cells. Differential diagnosis of schwannoma with epithelioid cells includes malignant transformation of schwannoma and metastasis of a carcinoma or melanoma to schwannoma, epithelioid schwannoma, and schwannoma with glandular or pseudo glandular elements.